
Pharmacy Residency Program: 
Post-Graduate Year One (PGY1)

Frequently Asked Questions
How is the project topic chosen?

Completing a scholarly project over the course of the year is a requirement of the program. 
During May/June prior to the residents’ start date, the program director polls the preceptors 
to collate ideas for projects during the coming year. A list of project suggestions is presented 
to the incoming residents, who are encouraged to choose a topic of interest from the list, or 
devise their own project with help from a project advisor. The project selected must receive 
approval from the program director. While not a requirement, most projects are of the 
research type, and the resident is guided through the IRB application and review process. 
The completed project is presented at the Eastern States Residency Conference in the 
spring. After project completion, the resident shall prepare and submit a manuscript using a 
format and style consistent with publication in a professional journal.

What projects have recent residents completed?

Some recent projects have included: evaluating pharmacists’ impact on clinical and financial 
outcomes of tissue plasminogen activator administration in acute ischemic strokes(PGY1); 
assessing appropriateness of echinocandin administration in the acute setting(PGY1); testing 
baseline appropriateness of urine culturing, designing and implementing a 
testing/treatment algorithm, and testing appropriateness after an educational intervention 
(PGY1); measuring the impact of pharmacist interventions on heart failure readmissions 
(PGY1); measuring appropriateness of sleep medications in the elderly(PGY1 Community).

Are residents required to be on-call? 

No, residents are not currently required to be on call.

What is the computer availability and workspace for residents?

A dedicated laptop is provided for each resident. There is shared pharmacist office space 
within the pharmacy department. Residents are also granted 24/7 library access to the St. 
Vincent’s medical library. Online resources and library access is available in conjunction with 
the University of Connecticut if Adjunct Professor status is pursued by the resident through 
the Teaching and Learning Certificate program.
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